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Effective decisions are only possible for members of the
cultured classes, those whose example is bound to be a model
for the less educated, and who alone are capable of taking a
long view of the situation and of influencing more simple souls,
whether by precept or in a practical way, by organizing educa-
tional facilities for them on safe lines. In studying this whole
problem, the first step is to analyse the early reactions of these
people to Occidental contacts; nowhere can this research be
carried out more conveniently than at Kalimpong and in
Sikkim.

The Tibetans, like all the yellow races, are imbued with an
avid passion for learning and a natural predisposition in favour
of education and schools and teachers, in contrast to that half-
antagonism which the Englishman often shows and which, one
must admit, has sometimes saved him from falling such an easy
prey to regimentation as his more obedient continental neigh-
bours. Eeverence for the teacher is a great asset provided the
education offered be the right one; otherwise it is better to be a
lazy and insubordinate pupiL

It cannot for a moment be maintained that the Tibetan race
is devoid of education.   In spite of the presence of many illiter-
ates, the culture of the country is vigorous and consistent. The
clergy, natural custodians of learning, whose adequate leisure
for study is effectively provided for by the social system in
vogue,   includes   many   lettered   persons,   whose   marvellous
memories enable them to repeat whole books by heart.    Even
among the poor, I was surprised to find how many possessed a
smattering of literacy, besides a power of judgement that in no
wise depends on reading.   Higher education is preponderantly
devotional: metaphysical treatises, chronicles of saints, legends
and sacred poetry form the bulk of the reading of the laity as
well as the lamas.   Apart from these studies writing a fine hand
and the rudiments of reckoning complete the list.   Officials, in
addition, must acquire a mastery of the correct styles of address,
which are often rather flowery; if to these be added the rules of
grammar and logic, the result is an education comparable to that
of the Scholastics in medieval Europe.

When foreign educators came and settled in places like Kalim-
pong and Darjeeling, it was natural that the well-to-do should
hasten to place their children in the new schools, as being the
best locally available, without stopping to peer with an over-